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don't think it—that you have more spare time than I have;
and I undertake if you wish for the undertaking to always
send a reply of some sort or other.. ..
I meant to have replied to your strictures about Bridges,
tho* I'm glad you liked what I said. But you mustn't be
so sensitive for your cloth! I never saidi that parsons
couldn't be poets; only a man must have one main bent,
and Wordsworth's I thought might easily have been the
parsonical rather than the poetical.
Here, by the way, are two stories about parsons: one
^bout the highest of them. There was a Medieval Pope—
more than one perhaps—whose life was not all that it
should have been: and his enemies published a Life of
him describing his frailties, one of which was " uxorem
habuit in Bithynia" The book created a scandal, ajnd the
authorities employed a man to produce a corrected and
unscandalous edition. His method was the simple one of
negativing the slanderer, but you will allow that it pro-
duced surprising results when the readers of the laudatory
life of His Holiness came suddenly upon the statement
" uxorem non habuit in Bithynia" I nave left no room
for the other story—it must keep. Indeed, I have two—
one about Pio Nono and another about a Dissenting
Minister in Dorsetshire. But good-night to you and Mrs.
Ellerton and the young lady.1
Yrs, aflfec.,
J.C.B.
From the Ret;. F, G. Ellerton
Warmington Rectory,
Sandbach
December 17, 1896
" Thou com'st much wept for/'
Really if you had written before you would have had
another monthly letter sooner, for I quite have taken to
that rule. And indeed when you are living a literary life
1 Mr. Ellerton*s eldest daughter Margaret, who was born in April this year.

